CONDENSATION AND MOULD - A TENANTS GUIDE
On occasions you may notice the presence of condensation in your property, especially in
the colder months when there is generally a greater humidity and build-up of moisture in
the air. This document will help advise how to identify and manage condensation, which
left untreated, can develop in to damp and mould.
Condensation starts as moisture in the air and can be produced by activities such as
cooking, showering and drying clothes on radiators. When the moist air hits cool surfaces,
such as walls, mirrors, wall tiles and windows, it condenses and forms water droplets.
Humid air rises when it is warm and often ends up on ceilings where, if left, can form
mould.
Condensation is caused by:
· Too much moisture
· Not enough ventilation
· Cold surfaces
What are the signs of condensation, damp and mould?
· A build-up of moisture on the windows
· Water droplets visible on walls
· Damp patches or black spots appearing on the walls or ceilings
· Wallpaper staring to peel 
· A damp, musty smell
How to reduce condensation, damp and mould:
· Use extractor fan to get rid of moisture in the air
· Ventilate bathrooms and kitchens when in use by opening windows and using the extractor fan
· Keep doors closed and windows open during and after the shower
· Pull wardrobes and furniture away from walls, allowing gaps between furniture and walls (at least 50mm) and keep tops of wardrobes clear, to allow air to circulate and prevent stagnant air
· Make sure the property is adequately heated and ventilated
·  Always wipe the windows and window sill every morning to remove any condensation present
· Do not dry clothes on radiators
· Dry clothing outside or in a room with the door closed and windows open.
How to kill and remove mould:
· Never brush mould as this releases the spores and spreads the problem
· Carefully wipe affected surfaces with a fungicidal wash or diluted bleach
· A few drops of tea tree oil in approx. 2 litres of water will act as natural antiseptic for removing from clothes – always test on a small patch of fabric first to avoid damaging
